Forum against Corporal Punishment of Children in the Family

The movement against corporal punishment of children has a decades-long tradition. It was initiated by Peter Newell, English teacher and journalist, who also secured its international recognition. In 2004, the Council of Europe adopted the Recommendation on the Europe-wide ban on corporal punishment of children. As early as 1995, the Children’s Rights Commission at the Friends of the Youth Commission proposed that corporal punishment of children in the family be rejected; nonetheless, organised movement did not begin before 2004, when the Forum against Corporal Punishment of Children in the Family was established with the support of the competent experts – education experts, psychologists, paediatricians, social workers, lawyers, etc. – to raise public awareness that “the stick” is not an appropriate education measure. 

An anonymous survey conducted amongst parents of school-age (4th and 7th grade) children in Slovenia encompassed 1223 respondents and asked extensively on their attitude towards corporal punishment. The results of the survey were as follows: 68% of parents stated to have been beaten as children; today 33% of parents corporally punish their children and 72% of parents agree that corporal punishment is not an appropriate education measure. In a shorter survey, also anonymous, where school-age children attending 4th and 7th grade were asked about their experience, 37% of children from 4th grade and 39% of children from 7th grade stated that they had been corporally punished; the majority of the older group believe that they were unjustly beaten.

It was already in 2004 – at the time of establishing the Forum against Corporal Punishment of Children in the Family – that we set ourselves the goal of publishing a book, which would provide a theoretical basis for the Forum and at the same time be useful for both educators and parents. The same year, we gathered lecturers at a symposium, most of whom then contributed their own views on corporal punishment of children and information from specialised literature. Renowned experts from abroad were also invited to contribute to our book and they sent us substantial and comprehensive contributions. In the beginning of 2007, material for the collection of contributions was ready to print and the book Youth without Corporal Punishment for Our Children was presented in Cankarjev dom in April. The book is bilingual (Slovenian and English), it contains the text of international conventions on violence against children and – to confirm the successful operations of the Forum – the headings of articles published in the daily or periodical press. It can be purchased at bookshoops or from web-bookshop www.buca.si (Družina & Otroci).

We would like to thank everyone contributing to the publication of this book, in particular: the Ministry of Labour, Family and Social Affairs; Translation Section of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Information and Documentation Centre of the Council of Europe; Public Opinion and Mass Communication Research Centre at Faculty of Social Sciences in Ljubljana; Ozimek printing company; and Žaba Design.
We proposed to the Ministry of Labour, Family and Social Affairs that an article condemning corporal punishment of children be included in the new family legislation (Family Code).  We hope that the law will be adopted in 2008, with the following text included: “Article 129a: 1) Parents must provide their child with the conditions for healthy growth, harmonious personal development and the progression to independence in life and work. 2) Parents have the obligation to protect the child from all forms of humiliating treatment and corporal punishment.” 
Our intention is not to condemn parents as they only want what is best for their children, but to inform them that physical violence is not an adequate educational measure and that it is contrary to the internationally acknowledged conventions on human rights and European Community conclusions on “zero tolerance of corporal punishment of children”.

